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Owens Lake
The final build out of the Los Angeles Owens 
Lake Dust Project is being prepared. Some 9.2 
square miles of this last work will include ponds 
and sheet flooding bringing  the total of such dust 
control methods to nearly 35 square miles by the 
end of 2010. The subsequent reappearance of 
Owens Lake’s lost wildlife heritage has been noticed 

throughout the state. 
Audubon-California 
has listed Owens 
Lake as one of its 
top ten Important 
Bird Areas in California. 

Attracted by the habitat 
fostered by the flooding dust 
control methods, tens of thousands 

of shorebirds and 
waterfowl 
are once 
again 
using 
Owens Lake during 
migration, for wintering and 
nesting – the lake is the larg-
est snowy plover nesting site 
in California. Coupled with 
the 900 acre Lower Owens 
River Delta Waterfowl Area (a 
component of the LORP), the 
flooded dust control areas on 
the lake have restored much of 

the habitat that once existed at Owens Lake when 
it was one of the West’s most important wildlife 
sites. Plans are underway  for access to the lake by 
the public for wildlife viewing once the construc-
tion is completed. This will include interpretation 
as well. The Lower Owens River Project and Owens 
Lake are biologically, hydrologically  and histori-
cally connected. Their futures are intertwined.
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As we proceeded around the west-
ern margin of Owens Lake, great 

numbers of ducks and waders, scat-
tered and in large masses, were seen 
on the beach and out on the water.

Joseph Grinnell 
Ornithologist, Berkeley
September 14, 1911

Baker Creek, post July 2007 fi re.
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YES!
I would love to join the Owens 

Valley Committee and help with 
protection, restoration and sustainable 

management of water and land 
resources in the Owens Valley.

OVC is a non-profit citizen action group 

dedicated to the protection, restoration 

and sustainable management of water and 

land resources affecting the Owens Valley. 

The Committee oversees compliance with 

the implementation of appropriate water 

management policy, educates the public, 

encourages participation in local govern-

ment, and advocates an inclusive and 

open decision-making process.

OVC Goals
1. “Watchdog” the 1991 LTWA between Inyo 

County and L.A.

2. Oversee the implementation and management of the 
Lower Owens River Project (LORP).

3. Educate the public and promote its involvement with 
water issues.

4. Seek a dual use designation for dust control water at 
Owens Lake for wildlife as well as dust.

OVC Mission

Name
Address

Phone
E-mail
Volunteer Skills

Peter Knapp

Eastern Sierra Birding Trail Maps & our OVC Membership brochures are available. Email outreach@ovcweb.org or call 760.876.5807


